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FEDERAL ELECTION — WESTERN AUSTRALIAN RESULTS 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.54 pm]: I want to make a couple of 
observations about the recent federal election that was held last month. It was a great result for those of us who sit 
on this side of the house, especially a great result in Western Australia. I think it is fair to say that the incoming 
government does owe WA one. It was a great result for us all. I note all the hard work that went into that election. 
I think we were probably three years too late in changing the government, but we did eventually get it changed. 
I acknowledge all the hard work that went into that election from all the volunteers. Everyone involved in the party 
machine and other roles have done a fantastic job in delivering a great result for WA Labor here in Western Australia. 
I just want to run through briefly a few observations on that. It was great to see Madeleine King in Brand, Pat Gorman 
in Perth, Matt Keogh in Burt, Anne Aly in Cowan and Josh Wilson in Fremantle re-elected. They have been fine, 
upstanding members for their communities and their margins all increased. It was also nice to see Sue Lines and 
Glenn Sterle re-elected to the Senate, both have worked hard for Western Australia over their time. It was also very 
pleasing to see the first-ever Labor member for Pearce, Tracey Roberts; Tania Lawrence elected to Hasluck—she 
has a soft spot for the ag region because Tania is originally from York—and Zaneta Mascarenhas, who is originally 
from the goldfields, elected to Swan. 
We also had a couple of very bright highlights, maybe a little unexpected, but to us true believers anything can 
happen in an election. It was really satisfying to see the election of Sam Lim in Tangney, who was quite a way off 
in margin but ran an amazing campaign and won over the voters of Tangney, which only Sam Lim can. Although 
not declared yet, it is looking likely that Fatima Payman will be elected as the third senator for Western Australia. 
If members want to read some remarkable stories, read the stories of Sam Lim and Fatima Payman and they will 
understand how important it is to have people like them in our federal Parliament. 
Fatima could be elected on the hard work of not only those who were re-elected and elected, but also those Labor 
candidates who were not. I want to do a shout-out to them. Tom French came perilously close to winning the seat of 
Moore, which would have left the Liberals without a seat in the metropolitan area. Yannick Spencer in Curtin ran a great 
campaign and was instrumental in Kate Chaney’s win in that seat. Bronwen English is a pocket rocket and a half from 
Bunbury who ran an outstanding campaign in Forrest and greatly reduced that margin. Shaneane Weldon, deputy shire 
president for the Shire of Laverton, the Labor candidate for O’Connor, also greatly reduced that margin and a great 
campaign was run in that electorate. Of course, Jeremiah Riley, that amazingly talented young man who ran for us in 
Durack, did an amazing job. Those seats now all have single-digit margins and are in striking distance for the next 
election. Their hard work was a major contributor—there were some 10 per cent swings in there—to the potential 
election of Fatima Payman, and I do hope Fatima is elected as she will be a great senator and we can all feel part of that. 
I want to bring to the house’s attention an anomaly that really disturbs me as a result, and I guess in the electorates 
of Durack and O’Connor this is true. The Australian Electoral Commission on polling day had a polling place at 
Grass Valley, which is a fantastic small community just to the east of Northam, about a 10-minute drive out of town. 
I will just make members aware that in Northam for a week before the election there was pre-polling. The community 
is 10 minutes out of a town that had pre-polling for a week before the election. They also had a polling place on 
polling day on which 65 people could turn up and democratically cast their vote, and that is a great thing. That is 
a parameter of the Australian Electoral Commission; it will open a polling place for a community of 65 people that 
is only a short distance from a pre-polling place and has had the opportunity to vote for a week. 
Members, the community of Bidyadanga did not have a polling place on polling day. The community of Bidyadanga 
has a population of around 600 people. There is an obvious difference between those two communities, and I am sure 
we all know what it is. I see it as quite disgraceful and undemocratic that a small community of 65 people can have 
a polling place on polling day, yet a larger community of 600 people has a remote travelling polling station. There is 
often confusion about the days that the remote polling station arrives. Apparently, they were published in the newspaper, 
which I imagine would not have been read by everybody in Bidyadanga. Other communities that have populations of 
over 65 people do not have a polling place on polling day. I think that needs to be changed. If 65 people is the Australian 
Electoral Commission’s threshold for a community to have a place on polling day—I note that the Western Australian 
Electoral Commission does not have a polling place in Grass Valley on polling day, but the Australian Electoral 
Commission does—every community within reason across that electorate, because I know there are some terribly 
remote communities where there could be some resourcing challenges, should have a polling place open on polling 
day so that everybody in the community can come down on polling day and democratically cast their vote. 
I think it is discriminatory that we have this situation in an electorate in Western Australia and I think it casts a shadow 
over the election of Melissa Price and Rick Wilson. 
Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
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Several members interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! 
Hon DARREN WEST: What I would like to see in the future is free and fair elections in which everybody has equal 
access to a polling place on polling day. Only when we have that will people be elected without fear or favour and 
fairly. I think that the election of both these members was unfair. The margins were perhaps large enough that the 
result might have been the same anyway, but we will never know until we change our system and have access 
for everybody. I would love to see a re-run of the election in these electorates. I would love everybody to get equal 
access to a vote. I do not think that will happen, but I think the incoming government can better resource the 
Australian Electoral Commission and can change the rules so that everybody, no matter the colour of their skin, has 
access to a vote on polling day. 

Statement 
HON NEIL THOMSON (Mining and Pastoral) [10.02 pm]: I would just like to make a point. I agreed with 
everything that Hon Darren West said up to a point. I am a strong advocate for greater access in the election process. 
The point about Bidyadanga was an excellent one, and I support him on that, but to make a comment about the 
election of Ms Price and Rick Wilson — 
Several members interjected. 
Hon NEIL THOMSON: That is right. 
It was incredibly irresponsible to make that comment. The election was free and fair, but the fact is that we can do 
a lot more on issues of access on election day. That is a very valid point and I put on the record that I support that. 
I see this disparity in my region, particularly in Aboriginal communities. We need to do a lot more to engage 
Aboriginal communities in the election process. I want to support the member, but he made what I think was an 
absolute slur against those two members and their rightful and very important election. We saw the Labor Party 
running appalling tactics and putting up signs saying “Flick the Rick” or whatever it was. What a disgraceful 
approach—defacing signs. I say this to Hon Kyle McGinn, who I am sure was behind it all: if those results translate 
to the next state election, Ali Kent will not be in the seat of Kalgoorlie. I make that point. I support what Hon Darren 
West said up until a point, but then he completely lost all credibility with the most outrageous slur against those 
two rightfully elected members of Parliament. 

Statement 
HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [10.04 pm]: I want to make a contribution 
and ask Hon Neil Thomson to read the Hansard of what Hon Darren West said and then think about the logic of what 
he agreed to. He demonstrated his point by comparing a particular town with 65 voters which is about 10 minutes 
from the main town that had a pre-polling station for a week and which had a booth open on polling day with 
Bidyadanga, which has about 600 eligible voters. He made the point that that seems unfair, and the honourable 
member agreed with that. If the honourable member follows the logic of what he agreed to, he has to accept that what 
Hon Darren West then said actually makes sense: it casts a shadow over the election. He made no slur — 
Hon Neil Thomson interjected. 
The PRESIDENT: Order! Before you make a point of order, I did not hear what the honourable member said, but 
the reaction was quick. I hope it was nothing detrimental. 
Hon SUE ELLERY: Thanks, President. I appreciate the potential for protection if I need it. I do not need it from him. 
The point I am trying to make is that the honourable member has to follow the logic. If he agrees with allowing 65 
people to travel 10 minutes to a pre-polling station for a whole week versus giving 600 people one day, but they do 
not know when it will be, it is easy to follow and accept the proposition that a shadow has been cast over the election. 
That does not mean anything personal, whatever he might think, and I have personal views about both those people. 
Nothing that Hon Darren West said casts any disparaging shadow over the individual members. It is a question of 
the logic of whether 65 people getting a privilege that 600 people did not get casts a shadow, and I think it does. It 
casts a shadow on our democracy. That is what it does. It has nothing to do with the two individuals. 

Statement 
HON KYLE McGINN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.06 pm]: I was not planning on 
rising tonight, but Hon Neil Thomson made a very uneducated slur towards me. If he had read the newspaper, he 
would understand that it was actually Rod Culleton who put the stickers on Rick Wilson’s posters. That was agreed 
to by the Albany Advertiser. I wrote an opinion piece in the Kalgoorlie Miner because a lot of people had been raising 
with me that they wanted to get rid of Rick Wilson from the electorate. I just so happened to come up with a nice 
catchy phrase “#GiveRickTheFlick”. I thought it was quite a good phrase, and so did another organisation, the 
Maritime Union of Australia. It decided to create some “#GiveRickTheFlick” stickers. They were all around the 
electorate—not on corflute—just like everyone else puts everything around the electorate. It just so happened that 
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somebody I do not support—I do not support putting anything on anybody else’s gear—put it all over Rick Wilson’s 
signage. There was a picture of Rick on the front page of the paper with a big sad face and a “#GiveRickTheFlick” 
sticker. I believe he called me a union thug and said that I was a very aggressive person, even though I do not think 
we have ever had an argument. It was quite insulting for the member to come into this place and throw out an 
allegation that means absolutely nothing, because it is not true and the Albany Advertiser has proven that. Clearly, 
the member does not read halfway through an article; he likes to look at pictures instead. The member should take 
a breath, understand that he lost a terrible election and hopefully regroup, and we will see him at the next one. 

Statement 
HON JACKIE JARVIS (South West) [10.08 pm]: I will be very quick because I know it is very late. It is close 
to 12 months since I, too, was threatened with defamation action by former Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce. 
For those who have forgotten, I stood in Parliament and said that I was told by someone that he had a reputation 
at a particular event, and that incurred the wrath of the then Deputy Prime Minister, who threatened me publicly 
with defamation action and asked me to repeat it outside Parliament. In that case, I did not because I would have 
put other women in a situation in which they would have had to come forward and also state what had happened 
to them, and I did not feel that that was my decision to make. But there were certainly plenty of women who benefited 
from board positions and being kept in good government jobs who knew exactly what happened and witnessed 
events and kept their mouths shut. I hope that they are rethinking their loyalties as we speak. 
As members of Parliament, we have probably all had horrible emails, particularly about the vaccine mandate, and 
had horrible things said to us. I find it amazing that the opposition seems to be so precious. My recollection is that 
Klara was speaking about a federal candidate. Federal elections are messy. There were plenty of hateful messages 
on both sides. I do not particularly like that negative messaging, but it is part of the process. I just wanted to let 
Hon Klara Andric know that I can out-gazump her! 

House adjourned at 10.10 pm 
__________ 
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